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Your Complete Guide On Vocational Courses

For those who are looking for a stellar career in their field of interest after
completing their schooling, vocational courses are the solution. The traditional
professional routes can be successfully replaced with attractive vocational
courses. Institutions around the world provide a wide variety of courses,
degrees, and credentials. It’s crucial for your decision-making that you
understand the variations and what each one entails.

Consider a vocational course or degree if you’re seeking for a study route that
emphasises practical skills and is career-oriented. To help you understand
vocational courses better, here is a beginner’s handbook! Read on to know all
about vocational courses.
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What are Vocational Courses?

Don’t like the typical theoretical subjects like history and sociology? Want to
experience something practical? This is for you! A vocational course
emphasises hands-on learning and gets students ready for a specific trade or
skilled job. This is in contrast to the more theoretical and literary subject areas
such as history, philosophy, or mathematics.

Vocational courses are created especially to give students the skills they need
to enter the job market. These are ideal for students who have an idea about
their career targets and want to learn the skills necessary to do so.

Sometimes people believe that degrees and certifications in the vocational
field are less important or prestigious than degrees in the academic or
professional fields. But some vocational degrees can even be compared to
postgraduate programmes or undergraduate degrees.

In comparison to more conventional, academic courses, a vocational degree
may be more suitable for you if you like to learn in a practical setting.
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What Vocational Courses Can | Take?

You can choose from a huge range of vocational subjects to study. A lot will
depend on your interests and skills. For college students, some prevalent and

well-liked vocational degrees include:

o Agriculture

e Horticulture

e Construction

e Nursing

e Physiotherapy

* Teacher training PGCE

e Marketing « 0’

° ‘ ‘
e Accounting ji
e Art

* Graphic design ?D

e Journalism
e Social work

e Surveying
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https://www.mentoria.com/career/agriculture-field-officer
https://www.mentoria.com/career/horticulturist
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/construction-careers
https://www.mentoria.com/careers-new/nurse
https://www.mentoria.com/careers-new/physiotherapist
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/train-to-be-a-teacher
https://www.ama.org/the-definition-of-marketing-what-is-marketing/
https://www.mentoria.com/careers-new/accountant
https://www.coursera.org/courses?query=art
https://www.mentoria.com/careers-new/graphic-designer-new
https://www.mentoria.com/careers-new/journalist
https://www.mentoria.com/career/social-worker
https://www.mentoria.com/career/surveyors
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What Is The Eligibility Criteria For A Vocational

Course?

One can undertake vocational education while in high school and it can also be
done after graduating. Some vocational training programmes are structured
like high school courses. They entail academic study, major course study, and
acquainting pupils with the various trade forms such as- Business,
Construction, Art and Craft, Agriculture, Health studies, Information

Technology, etc.

e Candidates who are interested in enrolling in the course must meet the
minimum requirement for admission:

e The candidate must have successfully completed a program of study
equivalent to the 12th grade in any stream.

e He or she must have received at least 50% on the 10+2 exam from an
accredited board.

* Forreserved categories, there is a specific age relaxation that can vary from

institute to institute.
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Which Colleges Offer Vocational Courses?

Numerous universities, institutions, and organisations provide students with
vocational education and training. Today, some of India’s top institutions that

provide vocational training include:

e Mangalmay Institute Of Management and Technology

o UP JaganNath University, Haryana City Group of Colleges

e UP Institute of Technology And Management (ITM), Dehradun
e The ICFAI University, Dehradun

e Vivekanand Institute of Hotel & Tourism Management, Gujarat

e Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Govt. Polytechnic

e Chamber of Commerce Manali Ramakrishna Polytechnic College
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What are the Perks of Pursuing a Vocational

Course?

Wondering why you should pursue a vocational course? Here are the numerous
advantages of the same!

A person’s employability in that industry can increase if they have
completed a vocational course because they will essentially have all the
abilities needed to carry out that job role.

e Typically, taking a vocational course is less expensive than enrolling in a
degree course. So even those with limited resources can enrol in a
vocational programme.

o After high school, taking a vocational course gives students the practical
work experience that they typically lack in degree programmes. When you
have a direct connection to the market, you can comprehend its current
patterns more clearly.

e Due to their convenience and simplicity, they can also be taken online.
e An impartial organisation certifies your skills once you complete your
training at a vocational school, giving you an edge over those who have

received more informal training.

 The majority of vocational skills are generic in nature and prepare you for
employment abroad as well.
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Duration and Certification

Vocational courses vary in length, but most can be completed in 6 months to 2
years. Some courses, like medical technician programs or welding
certifications, can be as short as a few months, while others like dental hygiene
programs may take up to 2 years.

Upon completion, students receive a certificate, diploma, or professional
qualification that is often required to enter the workforce in their chosen field.
Some professions may also require licensure or certification exams post-
completion.
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Where Can You Take Vocational Courses?

Vocational education is offered through a variety of institutions:

e Community Colleges: Offer a wide range of vocational programs with the
added option of transferring credits toward a degree.

e Technical and Trade Schools: Specialized institutions focusing on skill-
based education in trades and technical fields.

e Online Platforms: Some programs, especially in IT and design, are available
through online learning platforms like Coursera, Udemy, or LinkedIn
Learning.

e Apprenticeship Programs: These provide hands-on training under the
supervision of skilled professionals, especially in trades like plumbing,

electrical, or automotive repair.
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Career Prospects and Salary Potential

Vocational education opens up opportunities in high-demand industries. While
salaries vary depending on the field, vocational professionals often earn
competitive wages. Here’s a general idea of salary ranges for popular

vocational careers:

Electrician: $50,000 - $75,000 annually

Nursing Assistant: $28,000 - $38,000 annually

Web Developer: $55,000 - $85,000 annually

HVAC Technician: $40,000 - $60,000 annually

Dental Hygienist: $60,000 - $85,000 annually.
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Challenges of Vocational Courses

e Limited Scope: Vocational programs focus on specific skills, which may limit

flexibility if you want to switch careers later.

* Less Emphasis on Theory: For those seeking in-depth academic knowledge
or theoretical understanding, vocational courses may not provide that

focus.

» Licensing Requirements: Some fields, especially in healthcare and trades,
require passing additional exams or obtaining licenses beyond vocational

training.
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Conclusion

Vocational courses offer a fast and practical route into various well-paying and
in-demand careers. Whether you're starting fresh or seeking a career change,
vocational education can be an effective way to acquire specialized skills,
enhance employability, and achieve job satisfaction.
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